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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello, and welcome to the session … read title



What can art 
do?

How can art make a difference? 
This workshop presents successful 
strategies to guide students in 
developing meaningful artwork 
expressing their lived experiences, 
social issues, and/or uplifting visual 
culture images. Design and create a 
unique 3-D artwork with messaging 
of your choosing. Come and be 
creative with us!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our teenage students care passionately about issues related to their lived experiences, their communities and larger issues facing society and the world (Freedman, 2003; Gude, 2004). Visual culture in many forms is a powerful influence and highly relatable to our students.  This workshop presents successful strategies to guide students in developing meaningful artwork through research, planning, and design centered around a unique 3-D artwork created by participants.



Dr. Lucy 
Bartholomee

University of Texas at Arlington
Assistant Professor & Area Coordinator, Art Education

Ph.D. in Art Education at University of North Texas, MA in 
Humanities/Art History, BA in Art/Marketing

Teaching Fellow at University of North Texas, art 
education and aesthetics, six years

Writing team for Davis Publications textbooks and 
pedagogy material.

Teaching since 1997, including:
Six years high school AP Art History & Studio Art

Six years elementary, Two years middle, Four years 
private 

Supervising 120+ student teachers for field placements

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let me introduce myself. I’m Lucy Bartholomee. I have been teaching since 1997, everything from third grade through college. I am now the area coordinator for the art education program at the University of Texas in Arlington. This screen gives more details about my resume and professional experience.



Teaching while 
Traveling

• Paris/Normandy 2003
• Italy 2004

• London/Paris 2005
• Spain 2006
• France 2008

• Italy 2010
• Rome  2011
• France 2012

• England 2014

• Italy 2015
• Greece 2016

• Japan 2018
• Australia 2020
• Italy 2021

• Iceland 2022
• Galapagos 2023

Creativity Tours for art educators & creatives!

Athens & Crete 2021
Greece 2022 
Barcelona to Paris 2023 
Southern Italy 2024

https://www.lucybartholomee.com/creativity-tour-2024-italy 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And I’ve been leading international student tours since 2003.  It is inspiring as well as educational, and I think it’s really fun! It definitely supports my energy and enthusiasm for art education. I have a new travel program just for art educators, offering professional development and art making while traveling. Details are on my website for anyone curious about that.

https://www.lucybartholomee.com/creativity-tour-2024-italy


What can 
happen when 
we flip conflict 

into a highly 
relevant source 
of curriculum?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are many issues that your students find highly compelling, exciting or concerning. As artist educators, we face a wide range of issues in our professional and personal lives as well.



What can art 
do?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What happens when we flip conflict into highly relevant curriculum? Issues of conflict and strife, social change and global concerns are rich with significant ideas for conceptual artwork. Visual culture also includes pop culture imagery to entertain and uplift, an aspect of SEL that is highly relevant in teaching today. As artist educators, we can mine these concepts to generate exciting, relevant student-led curriculum. This session will outline strategies to empower teachers and students to determine issues they care about, then appropriately research these issues to increase knowledge and construct visual messaging (Acuff, 2014; Lai & Ball, 2002). 



What’s wrong? What are the big problems in 
your school?
What obstacles drag you 
away from teaching?
What are conflicts that our 
students are dealing with?

Why is she asking this…?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read textUsually schools want to avoid conflict and controversy, to throw a wet blanket on tension. I’m suggesting that creativity and art making are tools that can gently lead students from conflict towards solutions, productive expression of emotion, and help develop coping and problem solving skills.



Guiding Questions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is a description of a series of activities I led at a middle school with many challenges. These guiding questions were displayed prominently all year, and I regularly connected our art projects to these principles.  Of course there were some kids who tried to say, “I don’t care about anything.” My response was: ‘Oh, how wonderful, so everything is perfect at your school, and all around you. Nothing to improve or change.’ Of course they disagree with this, too, and pretty soon even reluctant students would admit they care about a few things and would like to improve things.



What do you care about?
Student Instructions:

Select a topic.

Research your 
concern.

Look at artwork on 
your topic.

Now make a piece of 
art that will express 
your concern to 
others.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For this activity, about halfway through the year, we focused on issues they care about. Each student was given a colorful strip of paper and asked to write down an issue they would like to make an artwork or poster about. These were placed on the door in the hallway. The instructions were…



Topics: 
Suicide prevention

Anti-bullying, various Environmental concerns
Support troops, Friendship, Peace 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Topics included..I gave them two days for research and sketching, including one visit to the library. I was surprised by how many wanted to address suicide prevention. They wrote positive messages and included a helpline and email address for counseling.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I was blown away by the outcome. Their work was thoughtful, creative, and showed their passions. We filled the halls with their posters and got a lot of positive feedback from the school community. 



Art Lockers:

• Book exchange
• Imaginative landscapes
• Positive messages

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The art lockers were really fun, too. I got this idea from an article, and realized we had a whole row of unused lockers beside my classroom. So we filled them up with art! The locker with positive messages inside was incredibly popular. For several weeks that student refilled the sweet messages every day, spreading encouragement to the school. It was kind of amazing.



Have a wonderful 
conference!

Lucy.Bartholomee@uta.edu
www.LucyBartholomee.com  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you so much for listening. Please feel free to share your thoughts, ideas and questions. And have a wonderful conference!

http://www.lucybartholomee.com/
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